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They have to tour the country to 
make ends meet and have never had 
a Top 40 hit, but that doesn’t bother 
the members of Wilco, said drum-
mer Glenn Kotche.
“None of us got into this for 
that,” Kotche said. 
On Sunday night, Wilco, one 
of modern rock’s hardest working 
bands, will take the stage of the 
Adams Center for its second Mis-
soula show in less than two years.
Formed in 1994 by frontman 
Jeff Tweedy, the Chicago-based 
band has gathered legions of stead-
fast and dedicated fans, even though 
they have remained in the shadow 
of mainstream popular music. 
One of those fans is Chance Petek, 
a University of Montana student 
and musician from Missoula, who 
plans to attend this weekend’s show. 
“They’re like the great mod-
ern American rock band,” he said. 
“Name another band that sounds 
like Wilco.”
In its formidable years, the band 
experienced a number of lineup 
changes, causing it to consistent-
ly change its sound. Moreover, 
though, the band consciously tries 
to make each album sound differ-
ent from the last, Kotche said.
“You make a record and play 
those songs for two years, the last 
thing you want to do is make those 
songs again,” he said. 
That was certainly evident in the 
band’s latest effort, “Wilco (The 
Album).” Released June 30, 2009, 
the album has sold almost 100,000 
copies. Part of that success, Kotche 
said, is that this album is the result 
of both a lineup that hasn’t changed 
in the last five years and a look at 
the band’s entire history.
“It’s a picture of Wilco the band, 
which is why it’s called ‘Wilco,’” 
he said. “It’s an idea of where we’ve 
been and where we’re going.”
Kotche joined the band just be-
fore the release of “Yankee Hotel 
Foxtrot” in 2002. The album be-
came one of the group’s greatest 
successes, but was surrounded by 
controversy when the band’s label, 
owned by Warner Music Group, re-
fused to release it. The band then 
took the rights and released it on-
line for free before another label, 
also owned by Warner, released 
it in the spring of 2002. The al-
bum has since sold more than a 
half million copies in the U.S. 
For Kotche, joining Wilco was the 
opportunity of a lifetime. 
At the time, Kotche had been 
working on various music projects 
in Chicago, but when Tweedy ap-
proached him, he dropped every-
thing to join. 
“Wilco fell in my lap,” Kotche 
said. 
Since then, Wilco has grown 
in popularity. Its 2005 album, “A 
Ghost is Born,” won a Grammy 
for Best Alternative Rock Album. 
Since then, both of its studio releas-
es — “Sky Blue Sky” and “Wilco 
(The Album)” — have been nomi-
nated for Grammys. 
They played the Adams Center 
in May 2008 as a part of their “Sky 
Blue Sky” tour, marking the third 
time the band had come to Missou-
la. The success of that 2008 show 
will bring them back this weekend, 
which didn’t come as a surprise for 
UM Productions Director Rebecca 
Seliskar, who expects more than 
2,500 people to attend this week-
end. 
“This will be one of the year’s 
big shows, for sure,” she said. “It’s 
an Adams Center show, so it’s defi-
nitely a big show.”
This is due to Missoula having 
the type of crowd the band often 
seeks, she said.
“Wilco has always been a col-
lege band and Missoula fans are 
always loyal,” Seliskar said. 
Kotche agreed, saying that Mis-
soula is the type of crowd to which 
the band gravitates.
“We’ve always had really good 
shows there and the audience is 
receptive,” he said. “Missoula is a 
good fit for Wilco. It’s our people.” 
The upcoming Missoula show 
comes just before a tough tour 
schedule that will take the band 
through the Northwest before head-
ing north for a free show in Van-
couver, British Columbia, as part 
of the 2010 Winter Olympics. After 
that they’ll make their way back 
east, ending in Halifax, Nova Sco-
tia, on March 3. 
While demanding tour sched-
ules can be draining, Kotche said it 
is part of what the band is all about. 
“We tour our butts off to make a 
living,” he said. 
But even after the countless 
shows, Kotche said the band still 
See WILCO, page 6
In Egypt, University of Mon-
tana graduate Ian Bassingth-
waighte is writing stories about 
topics ranging from the struggles 
of Iraqi refugees to renting cats in 
Cairo.
“I like to think of it as funny 
but resonant,” said Bassingth-
waighte about the short stories 
he’s working on in Egypt. “You 
read it laughing, but at the end you 
sort of feel sad. Not that it’s over, 
but that the people here are genu-
inely struggling just to live.”
The 23-year-old English gradu-
ate has been in Egypt since Sep-
tember with a Fulbright U.S. 
Student Scholarship, one of the 
nation’s most prestigious awards 
sponsoring international ex-
change. Bassingthwaighte, along 
with five other UM students, re-
ceived Fulbright scholarships for 
the 2009-2010 academic year, 
making it one of the most success-
ful years on record for the awards 
at UM.
While Fulbright pays for al-
most all of Bassingthwaighte’s 
expenses until he leaves Egypt in 
June, he knows that most of the 
people he lives among now don’t 
have it as easy.
“Their economy is wrecked, 
the politics are alienating them 
from both the Arab nations and 
the African ones, and their social 
structure and cultural history is 
falling prey to rapid industrializa-
tion,” he said. 
Even so, Bassingthwaighte de-
cided to go to Egypt because he 
believes the “best fiction brews 
from conflict.”
Aaron Shulman, another UM 
Fulbright award recipient, was 
also granted a scholarship, though 
for creative writing. Shulman, who 
graduated with a master’s degree 
in the discipline from UM last 
May, is currently in Guatemala 
working on a novel and a few 
journalism pieces about violence 
against women in the region.
“(My girlfriend) is the vol-
unteer coordinator at a battered 
women’s shelter and the work she 
does always inspires me,” Shul-
man said. “I think we’re both try-
ing to transmit our morals through 
our work, just in different ways.” 
Other UM students with Ful-
bright scholarships this year in-
clude Sean Gibbons, focusing 
on energy in Sweden; Joshua 
Birchall, focusing on linguistics 
in Brazil; Micheal Kautz, teaching 
English as a foreign language in 
Turkey; and Ann Piersall, focus-
ing on geography in the Kyrgyz 
Republic.
Clint Walker, UM Fulbright 
Program adviser, said this year 
was a “banner year” for Fulbright 
at UM. The university had as many 
Fulbright scholars this year as big-
ger universities like Penn State, 
Rice and Vanderbilt, he said.
Students interested in apply-
ing should start working on their 
UM graduates study in six countries 
through prestigious Fulbright Scholarships
Carmen George
Montana Kaimin
See FULBRIGHT, page 4
The Chicago-based alt-rock group Wilco returns to Missoula this weekend for its second gig in less than two years.
Photo courtesy Autumn De Wilde 
Historian Josef Sorett’s presen-
tation Thursday night addressed 
the possibility that has occupied 
Americans’ minds since the elec-
tion of President Barack Obama: 
living in a post-racial era. 
That would mean that the coun-
try had moved beyond race. But 
Sorett, an interdisciplinary histo-
rian of religion in America, was 
quick to point out in his presenta-
tion, “Empire State of Mind,” that 
while the U.S. has made progress, 
race is still impossible to ignore.
“We have learned some things 
about how race has changed and 
evolved in the era of a black presi-
dent,” Sorett said.
He gave the example of Tiger 
Woods and the shift in the public’s 
perception of him after his infi-
delities were revealed. 
“Tiger was reduced to ‘that 
black man,’” Sorett said. “Which 
is persistent to racial language.”
He said that although we are 
not yet living in a post-racial era, 
the journey to where we are now 
can be seen through hip-hop mu-
sic.
“Look at hip-hop as the 
soundtrack that ushered in this 
post-racial age,” said Sorett, who 
serves as an advisor to the African 
HipHop Research Project at Har-
vard University.
He said the title of his lecture 
comes from rapper Jay-Z’s song 
“Empire State of Mind,” which 
embodies the American dream. 
At this time in the U.S., Jay-Z can 
admit to starting as a crack dealer 
and eventually becoming a CEO, 
Sorett said in reference to the 
song’s lyrics. 
Sorett said Jay-Z’s story shows 
that the possibilities are limitless, 
but that his dreams were made 
possible only in light of the Civil 
Rights Movement.
He said that it’s impos-
sible to think of the Civil Rights 
Lecture highlights progress 
toward a post-racial era
Shanda Bradshaw
Montana Kaimin
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‘It’s our people’: Wilco returns to Missoula for fourth show
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Editor’s note: Kaelyn 
Kelly and Willi Brooks take 
turns writing this column, 
which is published on Fri-
days. This is Kaelyn’s week 
to write.
I know a lot of virgins. I 
know boy virgins and girl 
virgins, college-age virgins 
and older virgins. I know 
virgins who don’t believe in 
God and I know virgins who 
have remained virgins be-
cause they believe in God. 
But according to the 2008 
National College Health As-
sessment results, University 
of Montana students think 
everyone and their mother 
(it’s called hyperbole, peo-
ple) is having sex at college. 
The survey is sent out 
every other year and more 
than 2,000 UM students 
responded last time. It asks 
about topics ranging from 
alcohol and drug use to 
mental health issues. As can 
be expected, many of the 
sex-related questions have 
to do with condom use and 
STD prevention. Students 
are also asked how many 
sexual partners they’ve had 
in the last year. Then they 
are asked how many part-
ners they think the typical 
UM student has had in the 
last year. 
I was shocked at the di-
chotomy between what stu-
dents thought their peers 
were doing and what they 
were actually doing. Stu-
dents perceived that only 1 
percent of UM students had 
not been sexually active in 
the past year, but actually 20 
percent had not had a part-
ner in that time. The number 
is even higher in the dorms, 
with 34 percent of resi-
dents reporting they hadn’t 
had sex for a year. I realize 
that doesn’t make all those 
people virgins, but that still 
means 1 out of every 5 UM 
students was not having sex. 
People choose not to have 
sex for different reasons. 
Some wait until they’re 
married to take that step in 
a relationship. Some people 
have no qualms about pre-
marital sex, but just haven’t 
found the right partner yet. 
There are other people who 
only have sex when they are 
in an exclusive relationship 
with a committed partner. 
For others, it might be less 
of a choice and more of a 
dry spell. But no matter the 
reason, statistics say they 
are not alone. 
It’s not wrong or weird 
if you’re not having sex. In 
a lot of ways, it’s actually a 
good thing. You don’t have 
to worry about STDs or un-
wanted pregnancies and you 
don’t have to pay for birth 
control. But I realize there 
can be a lot of pressure to 
have sex in college. That’s 
probably why students 
think everyone is doing it. 
I respect the decision not to 
have sex for whatever reason 
you choose. And if it’s just a 
dry spell, don’t worry — I’m 
sure it will be over soon.
As a side note, a troubling 
find from the survey is that 
only 66 percent of single 
students reported “mostly 
or always” using a condom 
during vaginal intercourse. 
Even fewer respondents fre-
quently use condoms dur-
ing oral or anal sex. So if 
you are having sex, please 
make sure it’s safe sex. If 
your partner doesn’t want 
to use a condom, it probably 
means he or she hasn’t used 
condoms with past partners. 
And that’s a risk for you.
The health assessment 
survey will be coming out 
again this year, so keep 
checking your e-mail. If you 
want to see the full results 
of the 2008 survey, you can 
find the link on the Curry 
Health Center Web site at 
life.umt.edu/curry.
Kaelyn Kelly is a junior 
studying broadcast journal-
ism.
kaelyn.kelly@umontana.edu
Caught 
in the 
Act Kaelyn Kelly and Willi Brooks
The anti-sex column
Top 5 Most-Read Stories 
on MontanaKaimin.com
1. Roper adjusting to new role with UM hoops
2. Health officials reiterate importance of H1N1 flu 
vaccination
3. Comeback?: A cross-country trip reveals the 
possible future for rail service in southern Montana
4. UM student visits Lebanon
5. Miller Time: Cameron continues blockbuster 
legacy; ‘Avatar’ sinks his ‘Titanic’
Heard around campus
“Everyone knows where the G-spot’s at, right?”
-heard in the Lommasson Center
“Damn, I can’t sauna today because I donate sperm 
tomorrow and the heat kills ‘em.”
-heard in the gym locker room
&
BIG UPS
Backhands
Do you feel the need? The need for speed? BU&BH does, especially since we got our 
new Toyota. It’s either speed or crash into a storefront. So yeah, it’s a need.
All-knowing Backhands to Google for reportedly working with the National Security 
Agency. Seems pretty fishy to us. We’ll be sure to look into — wait. Our Gmail’s just been 
disabled and a picture of us showering taken via street view has been posted on the Google 
News page. Never mind, guys! The cloud knows all!
Ruddy Big Ups to Eastern Washington University for changing the color of its playing 
field to red. Washington-Grizzly Stadium’s field is red sometimes, too … when we stain 
it with the blood of the Bobcats! Roooowwwwrrrrr! Go Griz!
Backhands to Sun Microsystems CEO Jonathan Schwartz for announcing his resigna-
tion with a Twitter post. Class things up a bit, Schwartz. Etiquette dictates that you post a 
vague, brooding status on your Facebook page, and then when someone asks you what’s 
wrong, you reply: “Didn’t you hear? I’m resigning as CEO of Sun Systems! :(”
Blue and eight-feet-tall Big Ups to James Cameron’s “Avatar” for beating his other 
huge movie, “Titanic,” as the biggest money-maker at the movies ever. It’s a great accom-
plishment for Cameron, and a nice freebie to headline writers who can’t resist the “Avatar 
sinks Titanic” option.
Weird-hair Backhands to Illinois prosecutors for pressing fresh charges against Rod 
Blagojevich in order to speed up the start of his upcoming trial. Look, if Blago’s in court, 
how’s he going to get his own VH1 reality show? Anything that delays the man’s rise to 
reality show superstardom is not OK with us.
Over-hyped Big Ups to the Super Bowl. It should be a good one this year. There’s a 
pro-life ad, some controversy about a gay-dating-site ad that got pulled at the last minute 
and (one hopes) a wardrobe malfunction of some kind. We also hear tell that a football 
match of sorts may take place. Shoot, the pre-pre-game special is starting. We better go.
Thanks for coming along for the ride. The good folks at Toyota let us trade our faulty 
Camry for a new Prius. No gas pedal problems there, and surely they wouldn’t let light-
ning strike twice and severely overlook a problem with another key safety feature like 
brakes would they? They would? OK, storefront it is.
The Montana Kaimin, in its 112th 
year, is published by the students 
of the University of Montana, 
Missoula. The UM School of 
Journalism uses the Montana 
Kaimin for practice courses but 
assumes no control over policy or 
content. 
The Montana Kaimin is printed on 
campus by Printing and Graphics.
Send letters to the editor to 
opinion@montanakaimin.com
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Friday, Jan. 29, 9:45 p.m.
A young man in Aber Hall was 
being loud and argumentative with 
other people and appeared drunk, 
according to Captain Gary Tay-
lor of the University of Montana’s 
Office of Public Safety. The man 
was cited for an MIP after it was 
discovered he had a .137 blood-
alcohol content. 
Friday, Jan. 29, 11:35 p.m.
After being pulled over for go-
ing 45 mph on Arthur Avenue, a 
25 mph zone, a UM Public Safety 
Officer discovered the driver had 
an active warrant. The driver was 
arrested.
Saturday, Jan. 30, 1:00 a.m.
A student in Miller Hall was 
cited for possession of danger-
ous drugs after officers smelled 
marijuana coming from his dorm 
room. When questioned, the stu-
dent handed over a small bag of 
pot to Public Safety. The marijua-
na call drew attention to another 
male who was in the room and 
when officers checked his ID, they 
found he had an active warrant and 
arrested him.
Saturday, Jan. 30, 2:55 a.m.
As he tried to make his way 
back to his room in Jesse Hall, a 
drunk man ran into officers by the 
Fine Arts Building. It turned out 
he had an extractable warrant out 
for his arrest in Sanders County, 
and he was taken to jail. 
“They found a place for him all 
right,” Taylor said. “Their doors 
are always open.”
Saturday, Jan. 30, 11:28 p.m.
A young woman found to be 
dangerously intoxicated in a study 
lounge in Miller Hall was taken to 
St. Patrick Hospital for treatment.
Citations:
George Coyne, 20, outstanding 
warrant
Jenessa Hoene, 18, possession of 
drug paraphernalia
Zachery Krueger, 18, possession 
of dangerous drugs
Dalton Peaslee, 19, MIP
Ryan Shepard, 19, outstanding 
warrant
Trevoer Wilsey, 19, possesion of 
drug paraphernalia
Stevi Witzdam, 18, possession of 
dangerous drugs
Feb. 1, 7:44 a.m.
When a back door of ASUM Child Care was found 
open in the morning, it appeared somebody had got-
ten in and stolen a $50 CD player. Several packages 
of Oreos were taken from the snack cabinet and par-
tially eaten. A half-empty can of whipped cream was 
found at the scene, but it didn’t belong to the child 
care service.
“The suspect brought his own Cool Whip to dip his 
Oreos in,” Taylor said.
Police 
Blotter
Mike Gerrity
Montana Kaimin
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The award-winning curator of 
“Speaking Volumes: Transform-
ing Hate,” which features art made 
from converted white-supremacist 
propaganda, said in a lecture 
Thursday night that she had to 
overcome her own prejudice while 
working on the project. 
Katie Knight, who won two 
awards in 2008 for human rights 
work, said, “I have a lot of preju-
dice against white supremacists. I 
struggle to view them as human 
beings.”
But as she worked on the ex-
hibit, she said, she began reflect-
ing on how the Tibetans don’t hate 
the Chinese who invaded their 
country. She said she was influ-
enced by one of the pieces she got 
for the exhibit. As she continued 
receiving art, she discovered an 
even more surprising piece that 
featured some of the propagan-
dist books wearing knitted caps 
and standing around like boys in 
a schoolyard.
From that piece, Knight said, 
she was again able to realize that 
all the people involved in the self-
titled activist art show were hu-
man beings — both the victims 
and the victimizers.
Avoiding the dehumanization 
of others is a central message of 
the 60-piece exhibit that juxta-
poses swinging tires, multi-col-
ored cranes and cookies that spell 
“HATE” with photographs of 
murder victims and, sometimes, 
their killers.
Freshman Jessica Neville said 
she felt moved after seeing the 
collection, which features work 
by a religiously-and-ethnically-
diverse collection of artists.
“It’s really cool that they’re fo-
cusing on everything,” she said. 
“It equalizes love and hate.  Be-
tween love and hate there is a con-
nection.” 
And although the exhibit start-
ed as an effort to clean out the 
cubbies of the Montana Human 
Rights Network, which had ac-
quired 4,000 books that champi-
oned hate and horror, Knight said 
the project become something 
much more.
She said she saw the art be-
come powerful as she watched 
artists commit to being “person-
ally vulnerable” as they put parts 
of their real lives into the work. A 
piece titled “Hate is a Sin Flag” 
features an artist’s recollection of 
hate speech directed at her, while 
another is a memorial to relatives 
lost in the Holocaust.
“I was afraid of the response,” 
Knight said.  
But the exhibit, which has been 
touring Montana, hasn’t been de-
faced. Nor have the artists been 
threatened — something Knight 
said is a result of them banding 
together as a community.
And despite her fears, Knight 
said she feels the messages of the 
exhibit are too important for it not 
to be shown because people need 
to see “how we pass on messages 
to our children of who’s us and 
who’s them.”
The “Speaking Volumes” ex-
hibit will be on display at the Mas-
quer Theatre until March 6. 
justyn.field@umontana.edu
Curator discusses provocative exhibit
Justyn Field
Montana Kaimin
project proposals now for the fall 
application deadline, he said. Ap-
plicants will be assessed on their 
academic or professional achieve-
ments, as well as demonstrated 
leadership potential in their fields. 
If awarded one of these scholar-
ships, students won’t have to worry 
about money for a year while they 
work on their projects, he said.  
Bassingthwaighte said students 
interested in applying for this 
scholarship should do something 
“extraordinary” with their project 
proposal to increase their chances. 
“Who does creative writing 
in Egypt? Nobody,” Bassingth-
waighte said. “So if you can find 
an angle like that, you are more 
likely to get selected. Good rec-
ommendations also help.”
Shulman also encouraged UM 
students to apply, but cautioned 
that those interested should be 
willing to put in serious time pre-
paring their applications and proj-
ect proposals.
“It’s an amazing opportunity,” 
Shulman said. “It felt nice to be 
coming back (to Guatemala) with 
a grant that symbolized other peo-
ple’s belief in my writing and what 
I have to say about the U.S.’s his-
tory in this country.”
For more information about 
Fulbright Scholarships, visit 
www.us.fulbrightonline.org or 
contact UM’s Fulbright adviser 
Clint Walker at clint.walker@
mso.umt.edu. 
carmen.george@umontana.edu
FULBRIGHT
From page 1
Movement and civil rights politics 
without thinking of Martin Luther 
King Jr., who “defined all of us in 
this question of what it means to 
be an American.”
Sorett pointed out that the hope 
of a post-racial era is based on 
the possibilities and opportunities 
King advocated.
“King was talking about soli-
darity,” Sorett said. 
Sorett concluded by saying that 
in the wake of Obama’s inaugura-
tion, the country is in the process 
of embracing a post-racial era. 
shanda.bradshaw@umontana.edu
LECTURE
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www.montanakaimin.com
www.montanakaimin.comwww.
montanakaimin.comwww.
montanakaimin.comw-
ww.montanakaimin.comwww.
montanakaimin.com-
www.montanakaimin.comwww.
montanakaimin.comwww.
montanakaimin .comwww.
MK
ontana
aimin
You don’t have to look too hard to spot this one on the 
calendar. It’s the game with a big, red circle drawn around 
it.
Two conference heavyweights go toe-to-toe at the Ad-
ams Center tonight as Montana meets Weber State in the 
biggest game of the season so far for the Griz.
Sitting three games back in the Big Sky title race with 
seven conference games left on its schedule, Montana (15–
7, 6–4) is hoping to make up ground on first place We-
ber (14–7, 8–1). The Wildcats sit in a comfortable position 
two games ahead of the pack and with wins over the three 
other teams still in the hunt: Northern Colorado, Montana 
and Montana State. They still have their work cut out for 
them starting this weekend with back-to-back road contests 
against the Griz and Bobcats, the two teams tied for third.
A win would keep the Griz’s slim hopes for a regular 
season conference crown alive; a loss would all but snuff 
out those hopes and move the Wildcats one step closer 
to hosting the Big Sky tournament. 
The scenario is one many saw coming. Montana 
finished second to Weber in both the preseason 
coaches’ and media polls.
So far, the Wildcats have been par for the 
course and the Griz are showing signs of fol-
lowing suit.
Montana has been hot as of late, win-
ning six of its last seven league games, 
including a pair of impressive victories 
at second-place Northern Colorado and 
fourth-place Northern Arizona last week-
end.
Weber is also burning up. Coach Randy 
Rahe’s team opened the season with four 
losses in its first five games, but has gone 
13–3 since, railing off five straight confer-
ence victories.
Griz players know their road to the NCAA 
tournament could likely include a rematch with 
Weber. If that’s the case, a head-to-head win would 
do wonders for Montana’s psyche.
“Obviously, we want to win every game, but 
I don’t think it’s any secret that 
this one would make a huge difference in our confidence if 
we run into them again,” Montana center Brian Qvale said.
But for now, their focus is directly in front of them.
Griz senior forward Jack McGillis said in order to finish 
on top in March, his team needs to follow the oldest sports 
adage in the book: taking it one game at a time.
“The postseason is unpredictable. We never know for 
sure what’s going to happen or who we’re going to see,” 
McGillis said. “All we know is we’re playing Weber Friday 
and we’re going to do everything we can to beat them.”
The first order of business will be keeping tabs on ex-
plosive guard Damian Lillard.
Weber’s offense revolves around the standout sopho-
more, whose average of 19.8 points per game leads the 
league. When he gets going, the going gets tough for op-
posing defenses. Just ask Eastern Washington; Lillard 
dropped 36 points on the Eagles last week.
But he isn’t the only loaded weapon in the Weber arse-
nal. Balance plays a big part of the Wildcats’ formula for 
success, and Lillard has a handful of skilled sidekicks.
Among them are senior center Steve Panos, who’s been 
doing serious work in the paint lately, scoring in double 
figures his last four games, and dangerous junior guard 
Franklin Session. Session went off for 24 points against 
Portland State and 22 points against Idaho State.
The Wildcats always come to play offensively, but 
they’re even better on the other end.
Weber’s aggressive, in-your-face defense is a hallmark 
that has left its mark on the Griz, emotionally and physi-
cally.
“They’re not afraid to knock you to the ground,” Qvale 
said. “They come out and overpower whoever they’re play-
ing against. They try to always be the aggressors.”
Sounds familiar.
Being aggressive is a mantra Griz coach Wayne Tinkle 
has hammered into his players’ heads in the two weeks 
since their tentative Jan. 23 loss at Montana State.
He is convinced the hungrier of the two clubs will walk 
away with the win. His job is just to whet his team’s ap-
petite.
“We’re trying to get these guys to flip the switch and go 
after it,” Tinkle said. “Win or lose, we’re happy when we 
bring the effort on both ends. And we believe if we do that, 
the results will take care of themselves.”
matthew.mcleod@umontana.edu
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Men’s Basketball
Matt McLeod
Montana Kaimin
Anthony Johnson (left, shooting) was named Big Sky Player of the Week last week, averaging 23.5 points in Montana’s two wins over 
Northern Arizona and Northern Colorado.  The Grizzlies are home this weekend, hosting Weber State Friday and Idaho State Saturday.
Greg Lindstrom/Montana Kaimin
Wildcats present a challenge for the Grizzlies
Montana to face Weber State
Obviously, we want to win every game, but I don’t think it’s any secret that this 
one would make a huge difference in our confidence if we run into them again. 
“
”-Brian Qvale, Montana center
After holding serve in Missoula, the Lady Griz are eyeing 
a season sweep over Weber State and Idaho State as they open 
the second half of conference play on the road this weekend.
Thus far Montana has only one triumph on the road and the 
importance of victories away from its friendly confines are not 
lost on the Lady Griz.
 “(Road victories) are extremely important,” said senior 
guard Shaunte Nance-Johnson.  “Those are tough games.”
Last weekend, the Lady Griz secured consecutive home 
victories over Northern Colorado and Northern Arizona, ex-
tending their season-high win streak to four.  Montana cur-
rently holds the longest such streak in the conference and will 
look to build on it against the cellar-dwelling Wildcats (1–7, 
7–14 overall) and fourth-place Bengals (4–4, 9–12).
In their first meeting with the Wildcats, the Lady Griz came 
back from a five-point halftime deficit to eventually win the 
game 73–67, with four players scoring double-digit points. 
Shelved true freshman forward Katie Baker led all scorers with 
24 points. But it was junior forwards Sarah Ena and Stephanie 
Stender who sparked the comeback as Ena scored 10 points 
and Stender scored 13 points in the second-half.
Stender also nailed a 3-pointer with 3:16 left to seal the deal 
for the Lady Griz as they were able to close out the game from 
the free-throw line the rest of the way.
The Wildcats are back at home after getting knocked 
around on the road by Eastern Washington, Portland State and 
Sacramento State the last two weekends.  Weber State lost each 
game by an average of 17.3 points and hasn’t won a game in 
nearly a month.
Despite their struggles, the Wildcats still have three players 
who average more than 10 points per game and have topped 
the 60-point threshold in seven of their eight conference games 
thus far.
While Weber State’s record is less than desirable, that 
doesn’t mean the Lady Griz have forgotten about the scare the 
Wildcats gave them in Missoula earlier this year.
“We have no worry but Friday night,” said coach Robin Sel-
vig.  “Every game’s a tough one for us and there’s no way we’re 
thinking past Weber State, actually.”
“With Weber, even though there’s not a lot of people that 
show up for games, they’re just tough in general,” Nance-John-
son said.
Idaho State is another hungry team looking to stop the 
bleeding, coming off an extended road trip where it finished 
1–3, beating only lowly Weber State. After a 3–1 start, the Ben-
gals suddenly found themselves at 4–4 and fighting for a spot 
in the postseason conference tournament.
Like the Wildcats, Idaho State played the Lady Griz close 
until Montana blew the game open with a 13–0 run late in the 
second half and held on for the 63–55 win in Missoula.
Once again, Baker led the Lady Griz, scoring 23 points and 
grabbing 17 rebounds, including 10 on the offensive end.
In order for the Lady Griz to secure their sixth straight vic-
tory against the Bengals, they will have to put the clamps on 
senior forward Oana Iacovita, who at 6’1” can cause match-
up problems in the post.  Despite being held to 10 points 
in the first meeting against Montana, the Romanian is 
the third-leading scorer in the Big Sky, averaging 17.1 
points per game.  
Iacovita also averages 7.9 rebounds per game, 
which is sixth in the conference.
This time around, the Lady Griz won’t have 
Baker to rely on, but they do have the conference’s 
top defense and a deep bench that has contributed 
consistently since Baker’s season-ending injury against 
Eastern.
One player who has stepped up with extended playing 
time is senior center Shadra Robison.  The Billings-West 
product turned in a stellar performance last weekend 
against Northern Arizona, scoring a season-high seven 
points and recording a game-high seven rebounds in 
20 minutes.
“(Robison) has been a huge reason we’ve been able 
to weather losing Katie (Baker) and still be a competitive 
team in this league,” Selvig said.  “Shad has done a great job 
this year.”
Outside of her height and improving athleticism, Nance-
Johnson is most impressed with Robison’s toughness through 
multiple bangs and bruises, including a broken (and re-broken) 
nose, foot and back injuries.
“Shad is a lot like Shaquille O’Neal,” Nance-Johnson said. 
“She’s just a tough cookie and a great teammate.”
Winning on the road requires grit. Fortunately, the Lady 
Griz have it in spades.
Lady Griz continue 
search for road identity
Lady Griz
Troy Warzocha
Montana Kaimin
Shaunte Nance-Johnson
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If you’re a musician who’s a 
little low on cash these days, Sean 
Kelly’s open mic contest is the gig 
you won’t want to miss.
Starting Feb. 22, the “Top of 
the Mic” contest will take place 
Mondays at Sean Kelly’s. Bands 
and solo artists of any and every 
genre will play 20-minute sets to 
compete for an opportunity to win 
the top prize of $1,000. 
Mike Avery, who has been run-
ning the open mic night at Sean 
Kelly’s for the past seven years, 
said he and event organizer Kera 
Cashman decided to offer the prize 
money in an attempt to draw all 
the musicians in Missoula out of 
the woodwork.
In addition, Sean Kelly’s is 
now allowing minors to compete, 
which is why the show will start at 
9 p.m. Minors are not allowed in 
bars after 10 p.m.  
Cashman said the bar decided 
to do this so it could bring out more 
high school and college students.
“We wanted to open it up to the 
public,” Cashman said. “Every-
body, no matter their age.”
So far, 60 bands and musicians 
have signed up.
“This is the first time anyone 
has offered money,” said Bob 
Wire, one of the competing musi-
cians. “There should be a flood of 
interest.” 
Wire has been playing for 
crowds since he was in college and 
has been a part of several bands in 
Missoula. His current band, Mag-
nificent Bastards, was voted best 
local band in 1997 and 1998 by the 
Missoula Independent. However, 
Wire said he put the band on the 
back burner about a year ago and 
plans on competing solo.
Wire, who was also voted the 
best local entertainer in a con-
test organized by The Trail radio 
station, describes his music as 
old-school country with a punk 
attitude, or, as he likes to call it, 
“maximum honky-tonk.” While 
he has written a variety of styles of 
music, Wire says he plans to play 
some of his funnier songs during 
his set because he said they’re what 
he’s known for and thinks they are 
real crowd-pleasers.
“This town is loaded with 
talent and a lot of it has never 
played out,” Wire said. “I have to 
go out like I have something to 
prove. Plus, I’ll be handing out 
five-dollar bills at the door.”
Some of the other bands that 
have signed up include Della and 
the Dealers, Aaron Squared, A 
Touch Above Music, Dan Dubuque 
and Unlikely Conspirators. Cash-
man says Sean Kelly’s is hoping 
to bring out some of the bands that 
are not seen very often in Mis-
soula.
There will be two winners 
each Monday. Then, every other 
Saturday, there will be another 
competition between the four win-
ning bands from the previous two 
weeks. The winners from those 
competitions will then go on to 
play at the final show, where first 
place will win $1,000, second will 
win $300 and third will win $200. 
The top three bands will also be 
invited to play shows at Sean Kel-
ly’s after the competition is over.
The winners will be chosen 
based on stage presence, time 
(they cannot go over their allot-
ted 20 minutes), originality, musi-
cal ability and audience approval, 
which will account for one-third 
of the vote and be determined by 
applause.
The application form and a list 
of the rules and guidelines can be 
found at www.seankellys.com. All 
entries must be received by Feb. 15 
at 5 p.m. and the first show is on 
Feb. 22 starting at 9 p.m.
victoria.norskog@umontana.edu
‘Top of the Mic’ contest will give local artists a chance to be a little less starved
Tori Norskog
Montana Kaimin
enjoys what it does every night. 
“It doesn’t get old. It’s hard being 
away from home sometimes, but I 
can honestly say that it doesn’t get 
old,” he said, adding that the band 
goes out with the same high level of 
emotion each performance. 
“I feel a responsibility to play my 
ass off for the audience,” he said. 
If they didn’t feel that respon-
sibility, Kotche said, they would 
know it was time to “hang it up.”
But he said that won’t be for 
some time. The band plans to en-
ter the recording studio to work on 
their next album later this year.
“This time next year, I’d be sur-
prised if there wasn’t a new record,” 
he said.
And, keeping in the band’s tradi-
tion, it will be something complete-
ly different. 
“We all want to push things in a 
new direction,” he said. 
That keeps fans like Petek 
coming back for more.
“The reason they are so great is 
that they do well on every front.” 
Petek said. “The lyrics are great and 
the music at times is too catchy to 
ignore and too powerful to resist.” 
And if Kotche has anything to do 
with it, the band will stay that way. 
“We’re just scratching the sur-
face of what we can do and will do,” 
Kotche said. 
Tickets are still available at all 
GrizTix locations, including the Ad-
ams Center Box Office and Univer-
sity Center. They cost $27 for stu-
dents and $32 for the general public. 
Doors will open at 6:30 p.m. and the 
show will start at 7:30 p.m.
justin.franz@umontana.edu
WILCO
From page 1
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First Friday
Missoula Art Museum
335 N. Pattee St.
The Missoula Art Museum will feature the 
work of Tom Foolery. “The Vendorama Series” 
will show a series of small street and old west 
scenes that have been built into the inside of old 
soda machines and juke boxes. Foolery will be 
on hand to give a talk about his work at 7 p.m. 
Refreshments will be offered. The Missoula Art 
Museum will be open from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Monte Dolack Gallery 
139 W. Front St.
Monte Dolack’s recent work of acrylic 
and watercolor featuring the diverse 
landscapes of the high prairies of Mon-
tana will be unveiled during the Friday art 
walk. The exhibit is titled “Fresh Paint,” 
and is one of 10 or so new exhibits that 
will be displayed at the exhibit during 
the course of a normal year. Wine and 
refreshments will be served and the gal-
lery will be open from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. Salvage Studio 
509 S. Higgins Ave.
The Salvage Studio will be hosting a fash-
ion show at 7 p.m. as part of the National Jacket 
Challenge. Recently, the store has challenged 
customers to design and create a jacket that will 
be put before a panel of three judges. Almost a 
dozen entries are expected and judging will take 
place soon after the show. Wine and treats will be 
served and the studio will be open until 9 p.m. 
The Dark Room
135 N. Higgins Ave.
The Dark Room is always a Friday favorite and 
tonight will be no exception with the work of Kath-
leen Oliver. The 20 or so images depict recent ad-
ventures through Morocco and feature a journalis-
tic and travel tone. The gallery will be open from 5 
p.m. to 8 p.m. and, as always, beer will be offered. 
Rocky Mountain School of Photography
216 N. Higgins Ave. 
      The RMSP Gallery will be hosting the 
opening night of Tom Robertson’s “Cycling 
Photographs,” a gallery that features all types 
of biking images and the various landscapes 
they travel through. Robertson is a Mis-
soula local and has had his work published 
in various magazines, including Adventure 
Cyclist Magazine and Headwall Magazine. 
The gallery is open from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.
The Little Gallery
210 N. Higgins Ave. Suite 218
The Little Gallery will be featuring Mis-
soula’s Laura Blaker this Friday. She will be 
exhibiting the first 15 of 100 oil paintings that 
will be on display this year. Some of the themes 
of her work will include European and Missoula 
cityscapes. The reception will go from 5 p.m. 
to 8 p.m.
Alara Jewelry
312 N. Higgins Ave.
Alara Jewelry will be featuring Bozeman’s 
William Hawkins. His exhibit will include a col-
lection of paintings made using non-traditional 
materials and depicting unique images from 
secondhand stores. The reception will go from 5 
p.m. to 8 p.m. Snacks and wine will be available.
Bernice’s Bakery
190 S. 3rd St. W.
Bernice’s Bakery will be featuring the 
work of University of Montana student Ka-
tie Hilmer this Friday. She will be exhib-
iting a collection of black-and-white pho-
tography that includes landscapes from all 
around Montana. The reception will be held 
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Dana Gallery
246 N. Higgins Ave.
New artwork will be on display from art-
ists such as Theodore Waddell, Robert Moore, 
Laura Blue Palmer, Courtney Blazon and 
Andy Kline. Snacks will be served.
Betty’s Divine
521 S. Higgins Ave.
The featured artist is B. Martinez. Martinez 
creates works of mixed media on recycled materi-
als, including particle board and paneling. Wine 
and cookies will be served. All ages are welcome.
The Artists’ Shop
304 N. Higgins Ave.
This gallery will feature pastels by young artist Clay 
Pape. Scenes include many historic buildings in down-
town Missoula. Pape is described as an “up and coming 
artist with great potential and talent.” Wine, juice and hors 
d’oeuvres will be served. All ages are welcome.
Individual tickets will be avail-
able at the Wilma’s box office be-
fore each show for $6 before 5 p.m. 
and $7 if purchased after 5 p.m.
A full showing schedule and 
film synopses are available at 
www.bigskyfilmfest.org.
jessica.stugelmayer@umontana.edu 
Murderers, monks, graffiti art-
ists, environmentalists and break-
dancing grandmas will soon be 
under the same roof with the ar-
rival of the 2010 Big Sky Film 
Documentary Festival.
Starting next Friday, the Wilma 
Theatre will be the site of 130 films 
featured at the festival, which runs 
until Feb. 21.
Festival director Mike Stein-
berg said the films were chosen 
based on criteria for the best-made 
films, but also with the Missoula 
audience in mind. Steinberg has 
been director of the festival for two 
years, during which time it has ex-
panded from a seven-day event to 
a 10-day fête.
He credits this to the growing 
popularity of documentary films 
in the U.S. and Canada.
“People are learning that they 
don’t have to go see Hollywood 
movies to be entertained,” Stein-
berg said.
Steinberg said he viewed almost 
500 of the entries, but doesn’t have 
a favorite film in the festival. He 
said he really enjoyed both “Win-
ning Time: Reggie Miller vs. The 
New York Knicks” and “Racing 
Dreams,” documenting preteens 
with dreams of racing stock cars 
in NASCAR.
“The films present characters, 
stories and ideas that are compel-
ling on their own,” Steinberg said. 
“If you don’t like NASCAR, so 
what? This is a great film about 
people.” 
There are four award categories 
in this year’s festival, including 
Best Feature Film, Best Mini-Doc-
umentary, Best Short Film and the 
Big Sky Award. There are 11 films 
in contention for the Best Feature 
Film Award, including “Antione,” 
“Cleanflix” and “There Once was 
an Island: Te Henua e Nnoho.” 
The three films range from sto-
ries of a blind, five-year-old boy 
assimilating into public school to 
Utah video-store owners who edit 
profanity from their videos to a 
Pacific Island family dealing with 
the effects of global warming on 
their home. 
Best Short Film is an award for 
films longer than 15 minutes but 
shorter than 50 minutes. There 
are nine entries up for this award, 
including “Born Sweet,” about a 
young Cambodian boy poisoned 
by arsenic in his drinking wa-
ter and “Never Enough,” a story 
chronicling days in the lives of 
people with hoarding disorders.
Among the competitors for this 
award is “Let Your Feet Do the 
Talkin’,” a film about “70-year-
old buck-dancing legend” Thomas 
Maupin after his recovery from 
cancer and when he received an 
award for his dancing. 
The mini-documentary com-
petition has 13 films vying for 
the award, which goes to the best 
film under 15 minutes. Films here 
range from a stop-motion film 
accompanied by dialogue to the 
story of three inmates and the ef-
fects incarceration has had on their 
families to a film about a guy who 
just can’t get enough ginseng.
The Big Sky Award goes to 
a film that is shot in the West. 
Six films will fight for this title: 
“Fire in the Garden,” “Joseph,” 
“Milltown, Montana,” “Next Year 
Country,” “Sweetgrass” and “Un-
reserved.” Hitting close to home, 
Rainier Komer’s “Milltown, Mon-
tana” presents images without 
dialogue, illustrating the way the 
town went from a booming min-
ing capital to a “magnificent land-
scape deeply scarred by man.”
Tracy Rector is the director of 
“Unreserved,” a story of an artist 
that took his Coast Salish art and 
merged it with shoe-giant Vans to 
create a one-of-a-kind skate shoe. 
Rector said that she didn’t know 
who her competitors were but she 
thinks the film will do well.
“I’m excited and hopeful,” Rec-
tor said. “I’m most interested in 
people feeling like they connect to 
the movie.” 
Rector began making the film 
in March 2009 and finishing in 
November, just before the cutoff 
date for entering the festival.
There are many more films 
featured in the festival that are 
not competing for awards. “Wu 
Tang Gran” is the story of 70-year-
old dancers preparing to take on 
China’s best break dance group. 
“Anne Perry Interiors” tells the 
tale of an author of murder myster-
ies that was involved in a murder at 
the age of 15.
For those can’t get enough of 
the film fest, Big Sky offers all-ac-
cess passes for $250 that gives the 
Lighting up the Silver Screen 
Big Sky Documentary Film Festival hits Missoula
Jessica Stugelmayer
Montana Kaimin
Kat Franchino/Montana Kaimin
Mike Steinberg, an organizer for the Big Sky Film Festival, helped bring 130 films 
to Missoula. The Big Sky Film Festival starts Feb. 12.  
holder access to parties and dis-
cussions with “Big Sky big wigs” 
and filmmakers during the length 
of the festival, as well as all movie 
screenings and the award screen-
ings. 
If you are interested in just 
watching all the movies you can, 
the festival offers a full-festival 
pass for $100 that also includes a 
spot at the award screenings. 
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K A I M I N  C L A S S I F I E D S
The Kaimin assumes no responsibility for 
advertisements which are placed in the 
Kiosk. We urge all readers to use their 
best judgement and investigate fully any 
offers of employment, investment or re-
lated topics before paying out any money.
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.15 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
$1.25 per 5-word line/day
R A T E S
Lost and found ads may be placed in 
the Kiosk free of charge. They can 
be 3 lines long and run for 3 days.
The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. Prepay-
ment is required. Ads may be placed at 
DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-5475, email: 
kaiminads@gmail.com or call 243-6541.
                  LOST AND FOUND  
Lost: Green Garmin watch lost around the 
UC. Call if found at 243-1234 x631.
                        FOR RENT 
Weekend cabins 30 minutes from  
Missoula. $44-$66/night. Rock Creek 
Cabins. 251-6611.
4-bedroom home for rent 1100 per month. 
Call Jim at 406-846-1000.  
1 BR apartment in Lower Rattlesnake near 
university and downtown. $620/month, all 
utilities included. No pets. Also available 
as a sub-let through May 20th. Call Mike 
at 406-546-4496.
                         FOR SALE 
Sexy Sweetheart Sale February 13th 7 to 7 
Stensrud Building across from Kettlehouse 
Brewery. LOVELY Vintage and Retro 
Dresses & Hats Costume jewelry, pretty 
pumps & bags. Vintage Sewing Patterns! 
363-3473. 
1998 Chevy Silverado 1/2 Ton truck 
4-wheel drive with topper. 160,000 miles, 
$6,300/OBO. 240-5823.
2002 Subaru Outback Wagon. 107,000 
miles, new Michelin Tires. Excellent 
shape. $7,800/OBO. 240-5823.
                    HELP WANTED 
The Nature Conservancy’s Pine Butte 
Guest Ranch in Choteau, Montana is 
currently hiring seasonal positions for 
the summer of 2010.  We are looking for 
qualified, friendly people to fill positions 
as kitchen staff, wranglers, wrangler 
naturalist, and in guest services.  To see 
complete job descriptions and apply, 
please visit www.nature.org/careers and 
complete an online application by 
February 14, 2010.  Please call  
(406) 466-2158 if you have any questions.
Montana’s largest internationally known 
software company has many full time 
sales positions available. Accepting 
resumes with all experience levels. Start 
your careers today. Some travel required. 
Send cover letter and resume to HR Dept. 
3000 Palmer St. Missoula MT 59808 or 
email to: careers@edulog.com
                      PERSONALS 
Counseling and Psychological Services. 
Personal counseling appointments  
available. Please call 243-4711.
Women who’ve experienced Sexual  
Assault or Relationship Violence: we can 
offer a safe place to begin your healing 
process with others who’ve had similar 
experiences. SARC is offering a support 
group starting in February. If interested, 
please call 243-5244.
Plenty of teeth cleaning appointments 
available at Curry Health Center Dental 
Clinic. Call us at 243-5445.
UM SPECIAL: Altoona Ridge Lodge 
3 days. Ski. Food. Sauna. $199. (406) 
493-6810.
                        SERVICES 
Reliable PC/laptop repair. Student  
discount! Computer Central 136 E.  
Broadway 542-6540.
Basic Wildfire Training, April 10-11 and 
April 17-18; for info call 543-0013.
                  SUPPORT GROUP  
UM Speech Language and Hearing Clinic 
(Curry Health Center - Lower Level) 
Organizational meeting Feb. 10 (Wed.) @ 
5:30pm. Contact Chris Merriman,  
243-2377, or  
Christine.merriman@umontana.edu
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At one point in my life, I made a 
“Simpsons” reference at least once 
every waking hour. And I still do 
quite often. But of all the wisdom 
imparted to me through these yel-
low sages, one particular gem 
stands out in my mind following 
music’s biggest (and most predict-
ably generic) night: the Grammy 
Awards.
Consider a scene from season 
11’s “The Mansion Family,” in 
which Homer Simpson laments 
getting snubbed at a local awards 
ceremony, while his daughter, Lisa, 
attempts to console him:
Homer: “Why won’t anyone 
give me an award?”
Lisa: “You won a Grammy.”
Homer: “I mean an award that’s 
worth winning.” (Which is then fol-
lowed by a disclaimer reading “Mr. 
Simpson’s opinions do not reflect 
those of the producers, who don’t 
consider the Grammy an award at 
all.” Take that, National Academy 
of Recording Arts and Sciences.)
To an astute appreciator of mu-
sic, the Grammys — the awards 
show, the nominations and the win-
ners — are a joke. 
Though I can’t remark on Sun-
Grammy-winning “Fearless” not best of 2009, but still has merit
Miller Time
By Steve Miller
day’s Grammy telecast (I didn’t 
watch it), the nominees, particular-
ly in the “Album of the Year” cat-
egory, are worthy of a guffaw. To 
say that whittling down the year’s 
best to Beyoncé’s “I Am ... Sasha 
Fierce,” Lady GaGa’s “The Fame,” 
Dave Matthews Band’s “Big Whis-
key and the GrooGrux King,” the 
Black Eyed Peas’ “The E.N.D.” and 
Taylor Swift’s “Fearless,” is absurd 
would be a severe understatement.
The winner of this year’s top 
honor (and I use that title in the 
loosest terms possible) is Swift’s 
“Fearless,” the 20-year-old coun-
try star’s crossover to mainstream 
pop. While it’s easy for a some-
what elitist music fan like myself 
to scoff at and completely discount 
an album like “Fearless,” I can hon-
estly say without reservations that I 
thoroughly enjoy it.
Granted, it’s nowhere near my 
favorite album of 2009 (a tie be-
tween the Flaming Lips’ “Embry-
onic” and Dirty Projector’s “Bitte 
Orca”), but “Fearless” possesses a 
very genuine and heartfelt quality 
— a quality devoid in most popular 
music of any genre.
Musically, it’s what you’d ex-
pect from any modern country/pop 
album: bright-toned guitars, rustic 
acoustics, flawless harmonies and 
plenty of four-on-the-floor drum 
beats, all packaged in a slick pro-
duction. Lyrically, however, the 
album offers seemingly simple, 
yet profound, themes or motifs: 
the joys of love (romantic, plutonic, 
unconditional or otherwise) and, 
in other cases, the disillusionment 
and disappointment when these 
feelings are left unrealized and un-
requited.
With Swift co-writing each 
of the album’s 13 tracks, there’s a 
strong sense of authentic, non-man-
ufactured feeling and personal ex-
perience throughout, which makes 
the album all the more believable 
and, more importantly, relatable to 
the listener … myself included.
Though I don’t fall into her in-
tended demographic — teenage 
girls and country fans — I can 
say songs like “You Belong with 
Me” and “Fifteen” evoke a nos-
talgia within me and even connect 
me with certain things that I, like 
many others, have experienced at 
some point or another. High school 
may be a thing of the past, but some 
aspects of it, like finding happiness 
and fulfillment in a relationship, 
are ongoing, and Swift captures 
this sentiment fully. 
Don’t get me wrong; I don’t con-
sider “Fearless” an album for the 
ages (personal or overall), nor do I 
think it’s even in the same realm as 
my favorite records of this or any 
year. But I do regard Swift as an 
honest songwriter with the ability 
to reach a wide audience.
Given her competition for “Al-
bum of the Year,” with the excep-
tion of Dave Matthews, I believe 
she was the best nominee of the cat-
egory. And although I, like Homer 
Simpson, view music’s top prize 
as a worthless award, it’s refresh-
ing to see a young and increasing 
talent like Swift receive recogni-
tion for her work — something that 
even Grammy bashers, like myself, 
should respect.
steven.miller@umontana.edu
3 out of 4 stars
